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STEP 3: Your brace will have come with 4 
white PVC mounting blocks. You will stack 
two of them together and fasten them to 
the column shaft and the other two will be 
stacked together and attached to the 
underside of the beam. Drill pilot holes 
through the PVC blocks and into the 
column shaft. Use 2” or longer decking 
screws to attach the blocks. Be sure the 
size of your drill bit is the correct size for 
the screws you are using. If your screws 
are #10 size, use a 1/8” diameter drill bit. 
If your screws are #12 size use a 9/64” 
diameter drill bit.

STEP 4: Test fit the brace to make sure it 
slides over the mounting blocks and that 
its mounting faces will be tight against 
the column and beam. Adjust location of 
mounting blocks, if necessary.

Drill 1/8 pilot holes through the side of the 
brace into the edge of the concealed 
mounting blocks on the column and 
beam. 

STEP 1: Your brace has 2 rectangular recesses 
(mortises) on the faces of the brace that 
attach to the column and beam. Use a 
carpenter’s square to transfer the locations of 
the short legs of the mortises to one of the 
side faces of the brace.
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STEP 2: Hold the brace up against the column 
and beam and transfer the marks you made 
on the side of the brace onto the face of the 
column and the underside of the beam. Put 
the brace aside and use a carpenter’s square 
to extend the marks across the faces of the 
column and beam.

STEP 5: After test fitting the brace, 
remove it and apply polyurethane 
construction adhesive to both of the 
mounting faces of the brace.

STEP 6: After applying the adhesive, 
install the brace over the mounting blocks 
and push it into place. The adhesive will 
be squeezed between the mounting 
surfaces of the brace and the mounting 
surfaces of the column and beam. Clean 
up any squeeze- out with a clean rag 
dampened with mineral spirits.
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STEP 8: Use a high quality acrylic paint 
or solid-body opaque acrylic stain to 
finish the brace.

Use 2” or 2-1/2” decking or exterior trim 
screws and screw through the side of the 
brace into the edge of the concealed 
mounting blocks. Make sure the screw 
heads countersink below the surface of 
the face of the brace.

STEP 7: Apply acrylic caulk, painter’s putty 
or lightweight exterior spackle to fill the 
holes made by the screws.

Your installation is complete.
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